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2009 Garden Party a Great Success

Under the direction of experienced visionary Linda
Meehan, the gracious hospitality of Rich and Caroline
Drummond, and the dedication of many sponsors, do-
nors and volunteers, the 2009 Garden Party brought in
more than $37,000 for Miss Ruby’s Kids. Between the
Silent and Live Auction, everyone enjoyed the delicious
hors d’oeuvres, beautiful background music by Pawley’s
Island Flute Choir and much good conversation.

Thanks to everyone involved for making the Gar-
den Party a much anticipated annual event.
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Mentor Deborah Spehar with Mentee Kalia
and her mother, Monica

Mentor Program Valued

The mission of the Education Mentor program is to
insure the success of Miss Ruby’s Kids graduates
throughout their school careers by providing a mentor
who communicates with the child’s family and school
personnel. The mentor visits the school weekly and
spends time with the child. The success of the program
is seen in the quotes of the teachers, mentors, mentees,
and parents.

“I like when we read books and wear nametags and
watermelon lipstick.” -- Mentee 2008-2009

“I really appreciate Miss Ruby’s Kids taking it to
another level. We needed this. It is a great help to have
the mentors in the school to help the children keep fo-
cused. The one-on-one time is what my child loves the
most.” -- Parent 2008-2009

“Having that
mentor more than a
year -- it is goingto ~ Tif
take more than a year.

It is just one more

thing that can help

that child: one more
person, one more time |
they read that story,
one more time they
can lift their confi- .

dence.” -- Teacher Mentor Rosezell Wright with men-
2008-2009 tees Tanasia and Jayla

If you would like
more information about Miss Ruby’s Kids’ Education
Mentor program, please contact Program Coordinator
Garden Party guests gather for the live auction Wendy Walsh at 527-8560.




Graduation 2009

Excitement filled the air as 16 of the 17 graduates
and families entered MRK’s 2009 Graduation ceremo-
ny. Dressed in their Sunday best, you could easily envi-
sion future attorneys, designers, doctors and teachers.
The Home Visitors carefully orchestrated the event and
added personal touches that demonstrated their pride
in, and a new vision for, these young graduates.

Rev. Carl Anderson presented a monetary gift to
Betsy Marlow for Miss Ruby’s Kids from the members
of Greater St. Stephens AME, where the ceremony took
place. Mercedes Munnerlyn sang a solo and the child-
ren sang the“Animal Sizes Song,” eliciting laughter and
smiles only the innocence of children can bring.

This was not only a special day for the graduates
and their families but for all those behind the scene that
contributed to this day. A thread connects us all to
each MRK graduate. Whether on the front lines as a
Home Visitor, staff, board member, volunteer, sponsor
or donor, we are a part of these children’s lives.

A Note About MRK Co-Founders
Recently Jo Fortuna, Miss Ruby’s Kids co-founder, re-
tired from the Board of Directors to pursue an active role on
the MRK Advisory Council. Co-Founder Betsy Marlow con-
tinues to serve as Executive Director for Miss Ruby’s Kids.
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MRK Works Toward Sustainability
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Ways MRK is working toward sustainability and good |
stewardship so we will be able to provide services for more |
children in the future: 1
9 Salaries/hourly rates frozen for FY 2010 )
1  Working to reduce overhead costs i
1 Controlling program growth, not overextending 1
1 Collaborating with other agencies, such as Service E
Over Self, to leverage funds :
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Recycling materials when possible

Board members have pledged 5 %2 % of budget and
help cover unbudgeted special expenses.

1  Strong committee structure. Volunteers do much work
and save money for the organization. The Garden Par-
ty is planned and executed almost exclusively by vo-
lunteers. The Education Mentor Program is another
example of volunteers extending our reach.
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Gloria Barr Ford and others enjoy the festivities of Miss
Ruby 6 ®ay , held to celebrate the life and work of Ruby
Middleton Forsythe on her birthday, June 27.
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