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	VISM Title:
	The Little Engine That Could
	Year #
	2
	VISM #
	6


1. Invite the child to look and listen

2. Try to sit with the child between you and the mother

3. Show and read the title page

4. Show and describe how to turn the pages and treat the book

5. Read to the child in a clear, easy voice. Don’t go too fast.

6. Stop at most illustrations to:

	Name and encourage the child to name: 

	Colors:
	Brown, red, yellow, blue, green, purple, black, pink, orange, gray, gold

	Shapes & sizes:
	Circle-wheels, oranges, candy; triangle- kite, church steeple; rectangle-train cars, boards on train track, fence sections; oval-egg, polka dots; little flowers; big-elephant, clown, trains, bears, giraffes); tall-giraffes, church steeple

	Textures:
	Soft-animal fur; smooth-train cars; rough-train tracks; hot-train steam

	Relationships:
	riding on the train, giraffe’s neck out of the top of the train, over the mountain

	Numbers:
	Numbers on train cars 7, 6, 10; Count the different animals, the toys, the fruits and other food items, train cars, etc

	Categories:
	animals, toys, trains

	Causing things to happen:
	What would have happened if the train had not been able to move over the mountain? What would happen if you sat on top of a train?

	Story vocabulary
	train, tracks, giraffes, teddy bears, elephant, dolls, bobbed heads, clown, engine, airplane, spinach, peppermint, mountain, shiny, comfortable, berths, waiters, parlor, passengers, bellowed, freight, dingy, rusty, steadily

	Invite the child to tell about personal experiences:

	Have you ever seen any of the animals in the story? Have you ever ridden on a train? What is your favorite toy?

	Ask questions about the illustrations to help the child to reason things out:

	


7. Encourage the child to join in when you read familiar words

8. Enjoy the book yourself

9. Invite the mother to take over the reading as soon as she and the child seem ready

	Remember throughout the home session to

	Encourage the child to TALK

ASK the child questions

LISTEN to the child’s answers
	Encourage the child’s INDEPENDENCE

IMAGINATION

CURIOSITY

	Encourage the desire to LEARN

PRAISE him/her for doing well

Try to IGNORE mistakes

HELP when help is really needed
	Have a good time with this book!
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