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The Parent‑Child Home Program (PCHP) is an innovative, home‑based literacy and parenting program serving families challenged by poverty, low levels of education, language barriers and other obstacles to educational success. Published research demonstrates that the Parent‑Child Home Program prepares children to succeed in school and is a proven tool to prevent high school dropouts. PCHP participants graduate from high school at the rate of middle‑class students.

Developed in 1965, PCHP emphasizes the parent‑child verbal interaction critical to early childhood brain development. PCHP is replicated in communities in the United States, Canada and other countries.

How The Program Works
Trained Home Visitors visit families with 2‑ and 3‑year‑old children twice a week for two years. In play sessions with the parent and child, the Home Visitor demonstrates parenting techniques. The Home Visitor emphasizes verbal interaction and learning through play, using carefully chosen books and toys.

Essential to the program is respect for the privacy and ethnic and cultural heritage of all families.

By significantly increasing verbal interaction, the Parent‑Child Home Program strengthens families and prepares children to succeed academically.

Why The Parent‑Child Home Program is Unique
Through the Parent‑Child Home Program, parents experience the joy and value of reading, talking and playing with their children. 

The Home Visitors help parents to realize their role as their child's first and most important teacher. They generate excitement about learning and verbal interaction in the home through books, toys and play.

[image: image3.wmf]Home visits are scheduled at the convenience of parents, so that moms and dads who are working, in school or in training programs can easily participate. The books and toys used in the visits are provided to families at no cost, and families are encouraged to use them as much as possible.

Local Replication
To fulfill its promise to continue the legacy of The Rev. W.E. Forsythe and his wife Ruby, Holy Cross Faith Memorial Episcopal Church sponsors a local replication of the Parent-Child Home Program named “Miss Ruby’s Kids.” 

We are eager to join with you in meeting the critical need to prepare the children of the Waccamaw Neck area of Georgetown County for success in school.

Office telephone:
843.235.3031

Mailing address:
257 Baskervill Dr. Pawleys Island, SC 29585

email: 
pchp@en-visions.com

Web:
www.missrubyskids.net


The Parent‑Child Home Program Makes A Difference
More than two decades of rigorous research demonstrates that Parent‑Child Home Program parents' verbal interaction with their children dramatically increases, creating a language rich home environment and contributing directly to their children's success in school.

( A study of original PCHP parents found that their verbal interaction with their children increased during the program and remained 50% higher than that of non-Program parents after    the children entered elementary school.

( The original PCHP parents' continued verbal responsiveness to their school‑age children correlated with the children's higher scores in reading, arithmetic, task orientation, social responsibility, self-confidence and cognitive skills.
( PCHP graduates score better on school readiness measures than do children from    similar backgrounds, and they score equal to or better than all children entering school in the districts studied.

( PCHP graduates score at or above the    national average on standardized reading and math tests in 2nd, 5th and 7th grades.

( More than 80% of PCHP child participants studied graduate from high school. Nationally, less than 65% of students from low‑income families complete high school.

Program Development

The Parent‑Child Home Program National Center is located on Long Island, New York. The National Center works with school districts, social service agencies, community‑based organizations, and public libraries to develop PCHP replications in the U.S. and abroad.

The National Center also works with federal, state and local government officials, early childhood specialists, private funders, educators and literacy experts around the country and abroad to promote the program. The National Center assists communities in obtaining public and private support for PCHP replications.


Training, Technical Assistance and Certification

The National Center staff trains replication Coordinators and other program administrators. The training focuses on preparing Coordinators to conduct successful home visits, hire, train and guide Home Visitors, and assist families to access other social services available to them. The National Center provides ongoing technical assistance to both existing and new PCHP sites.

The National Center conducts an annual conference for PCHP Coordinators, providing a unique opportunity to share experiences, information and solutions.

Quality Assurance is a critical element of PCHP. After two years of operation, each site is reviewed to ensure that it is operating within PCHP guidelines and serving families successfully. Sites are then certified as authentic PCHP replications. Certified replications are reviewed annually.


A Successful Program
The Parent‑Child Home Program has been presented at conferences sponsored by Title 1, the International Reading Association, the School of the 21st Century, the National Even Start Association, and the Council of the Great City Schools, and at many state parenting school readiness, and family literacy conferences.

The Parent‑Child Home Program has been designated:

( "A Program that Works" by the Joint Dissemination Review Panel, National Institute of Education and U.S. Office of Education and included in the National Diffusion Network

( An "Educational Program that Works" by the New York State Dept. of Education, and has been validated and included in the annual Sharing Success directory

( A Model Compensatory Education Program by the National Center for Educational Communication, U.S. Office of Education

( A "Successful Model Program," by the Center for Studies of Child and Family Mental Health, National Institute of Mental Health

"A program to help toddlers bridge learning gaps is becoming increasingly popular,.."

Education Week, March 6, 2002


National contacts:

www.parent‑child.org

e‑mail:info@parent‑child.org

The Parent‑Child Home Program

800 Port Washington Blvd. Port

Washington, NY 11050
516‑883‑7480 516‑883‑7481 (fax)


Miss Ruby’s Kids

A replication of the

Parent-Child Home Program
A verbal interaction project for families challenged by poverty, low-levels of education, language barriers 

and other obstacles to educational success.

[image: image4.wmf]
"The children who have been participants in the Parent‑Child Home Program stand out from the first day

of school. These are the children who can follow directions and who can listen to a story. They are well on their way to becoming readers and good students in the grades ahead."


 --Kindergarten Teacher


((((((((((((((


"As we look at the progress of our preschool kindergarten and first grade children, we see a dramatic increase in the educational potential of these children. We strongly feel that this is a direct result of the powerful foundation laid by the Parent�Child Home Program."


� Superintendent of Schools


((((((((((((((





The Miss Ruby’s Kids program is sponsored by Baskervill Outreach at Holy Cross Faith Memorial Episcopal Church, 257 Baskerville Dr., Pawleys Island, SC 29585


Telephone:  843.237.3031


Web:	www.missrubyskids.net





Soaring to success through books and play…
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    The Parent-Child


   Home Program








((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((


“I learned how important it is to find some time during the day to sit with my child to read or play.


There is always something new to teach them not only from a book or a toy, but it could happen while taking a walk and looking at things."


-- PCHP Parent
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