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The Verbal Interaction Project/ National Center for the Parent-Child Home Program

Language Evaluation Scale – Expressive Language


Child


Date of birth


Observer


Date



	THE TWO YEAR OLD:
	Obsv.

	AUTONOMY
	

	Conflict between independence and dependence, e.g., wants to control book or toy but may also ask to be read to or have adult manipulate toy.
	

	Participates in turning pages of book; manipulates toy.  
	

	PLAY
	

	Is curious, has urge to explore and to examine new things although “doing” rather than accomplishing some goal or “finishing” a task is typical.
	

	Needs lots of active play.
	

	EMOTIONAL STABILITY
	

	Keeps saying “No!” though doesn’t necessarily mean, “No!”.
	

	Can be distracted.
	

	Very possessive with play things.
	

	Needs the comfort of the familiar.
	

	Separation from mother may still be difficult.
	

	COGNITIVELY RELATED SKILLS
	

	Uses 2-4 word sentences.  Acquires new words rapidly.  Speech may still be unclean.  Refers to self by name.
	

	Attention span is increasing.
	

	Can pay attention to some detail.
	


	THE THREE YEAR OLD:
	Obsv.

	PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT- AUTONOMY
	

	May show awareness of sex differences.
	

	May develop fears: of the dark, of animals, etc. needs assurance.
	

	PLAY AND SOCIAL COOPERATION
	

	Listens to adults and wants to please.
	

	Is active, energetic, enjoys performing tricks.
	

	COGNITIVELY RELATED SKILLS
	

	More goal direction possible; can complete a task.
	

	Enjoys talking, naming things and classifying them in groups.  Speech is mostly intelligible.
	

	Likes to have familiar stories read over and over.
	

	Will describe and explain pictures.
	

	Likes music and short rhymes.  Sings parts of songs, mostly off key.
	


Child


Date of birth


Observer


Date



	Item
	Language Age
	Language Behavior
	Yes
	No

	1,
	18 Months
	Has a vocabulary of as many as 10 sizable words; he names “bell” when shown it. May name one picture (dog, shoe, cup, etc.).
	
	

	2.
	18 Months
	Asks for  wants by naming objects: book, puzzle, block, etc.
	
	

	3.
	18 Months
	Leaves off beginning and ends of phrases; common expression is “all gone.”
	
	

	4.
	21 Months
	Has vocabulary of 20 words; combines 2 or 3 words that express 2 or more ideas, such as “daddy go bye-bye,” echoes two or more last words.
	
	

	5.
	21-24 Months
	Expressive vocabulary of  at least 25 words, mostly nouns, some verbs, some adverbs and adjectives; uses names of several familiar objects spontaneously and not merely when they are presented; talks in short sentences or phrases or subject-object combinations in a practical, useful way.
	
	

	6.
	2 years
	Names 3 or more common pictures such as those found in a Golden Book Dictionary; names as he leafs through the book.
	
	

	7.
	2-6 years
	Gives his/her full name.
	
	

	8.
	2-6 years
	Refers to self by pronoun rather than by name.
	
	

	9.
	2-6 years
	Speech activities are repetitive.
	
	

	10.
	2-6 years
	Common expression is “I did.”
	
	

	11.
	3 years
	Vocabulary has innumerable words: speaks in well-formed simple sentences.
	
	

	12.
	3 years
	Uses some plurals.
	
	

	13.
	3 years
	Names pictures and on request tells the action: “baby is sleeping.”
	
	

	14.
	3 years
	Knows a few rhymes: “The wheels on the bus go round and round, the wheels on the bus go round and round all around the town.” “Brown Bear, Brown Bear what do you see? I see a (blue horse, yellow duck, red bird) looking at me.”
	
	

	15.
	3 years
	Tells own sex correctly in answer to “are you a little boy or girl?”
	
	

	16.
	3-6 years
	Relates experiences. Gives simple accounts of experiences or tells stories (unprompted) with sequential and coherent content and relevant detail.
	
	

	17.
	3-6 years
	Names all primary colors when shown.
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