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October 2008 

Dear Friends of Miss Ruby's Kids, 

 Sixteen graduates celebrated completion of two 
 years of effort in a ceremony held at Bethesda Missionary  
Baptist Church in May while scores of family members  
looked on.  Their Home Visitors could not have been prouder  
if they were the parents.  We thought you might want to hear about two of the children 
who were typical of the others who took this special journey. 

  The first child was a boy whose beginning language scores put him well below 
average and at risk of school failure.  His ending scores placed him above average among 
his peers rated nationally.  Though he began as a fidgety child, unable to concentrate and 
attend for a 30-minute home visit, he ended as a self confident four year old able to work 
for the entire visit despite many distractions.  Others in regular contact with him noted 
his progress.  At his day care, he was moved to a higher class.  His former day care 
provider asked to receive  group literacy instruction.  His transformation is a testament 
to his mother’s willingness to arrange her busy work life to accommodate the twice-
weekly home visits and to practice reading and playing with him between sessions.   

 The second child, also a boy, faced the challenge of a mild developmental delay 
possibly due to a parent who has her own challenges.  During home visits his mother 
learned how important it is to read with her son to insure his future success in school.  
She learned how to wait for him to respond to questions instead of answering for him and 
how to praise his efforts, even if he responded incorrectly.  His Home Visitor noted 
dramatic improvements in his learning behavior toward the end of his second year.  
Though this child may continue to require extra help because of his circumstances his 
view of himself as a learner is firmly in place.  He is curious and ready for preschool.  The 
new Education Mentor Program starting up this fall for Miss Ruby’s Kids graduates will 
insure that he gets the help he needs as he moves through the school system. 

 We celebrate the 34 children served this past year and the 40 children being served 
in 2008-2009 thanks to your help!  You can be assured that your investment in them will 
be repaid by their future successes and in your heart many times over.  
 

Betsy Marlow Jo Fortuna 
Executive Director Chair, Board of Directors 

 

 

 

Vision 
All children in Georgetown County  
will enter school prepared to learn, 

supported by their families, and will  
graduate from high school as productive 

citizens of their community. 

Mission 
Miss Ruby's Kids enables families 
lacking in resources to inspire a 

passion for learning in their young 
children by preparing parents to be 

their child’s first, best teacher 
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The communities we serve 

 Miss Ruby's Kids again provided services for 
children in families across Georgetown County in 
2007-2008 in a continuing effort to fulfill our vision 
that all of Georgetown County's children will enter 
school prepared to learn.  Each year we actively recruit 
families from the outlying areas of the county in 
various venues, such as Give a Kid a Chance Day in 
Pawleys Island, at Kids Fest in Georgetown, at day care 
facilities, in churches, and by referrals from satisfied 
parents of children who have “graduated”.   

The programs we offer 

Because research shows that vocabulary is an important predictor of a child's school 
success, the programs offered by Miss Ruby's Kids are designed to stimulate verbal inter-
action between the parent and child and to build parents’ confidence as their child’s first, 
best teacher.  Programs are limited to children at risk of school failure and are offered free 
to families and care providers.  

Parent-Child Home Program: Miss Ruby's Kids replicates this  research-based 
and home-visitation program to prepare some of the estimated 300 children 
born at risk of school failure each year in Georgetown County for success in 
school.  Specially trained Home Visitors come to homes of 2- and 3-year-old 
children twice-weekly for two years and model to parents ways in which children 
can become enthusiastic learners through books and toys.  Research shows that 
children who complete the two-year program go on to graduate from high 
school at the rate of 84% compared to South Carolina's 53% rate in June 2006. 

Center-based PCHP:  Building on the highly successful  Parent-Child Home 
Program model, our experienced staff models to day care providers proven 
methods to stimulate verbal interaction with their client children over nine 
months of twice-weekly visits.  The children’s parents receive a notebook of 
guides to the curriculum books, receive a monthly newsletter of literacy-based 
activities, and are encouraged to borrow the books to use at home. 

Education Mentor Program:  A pilot project that will provide trained volunteer 
mentors for the families of children who are graduates of the two-year program 
to insure their success throughout their school years.  Mentors will work with the 
children, school administrators, and parents to ensure their support. 

Research shows that 84% of children 
who complete the two-year program 
go on to graduate from high school  

14 years later.  
www.parent-child.org/research/ 
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Leadership 

Linwood & Nancy Altman 
Jim & Jean Barrow 
Wally & Jo Fortuna 

Georgetown County United Way 
Holy Cross Faith Memorial 

Episcopal Church ECW 
Alan & Billie Houghton 

L.E. & Jan Jones 
Tom & Eleanor Kubeck 
Wilson & Pat Lowery 

Betsy Marlow 
Pawleys Island Presbyterian Church 
Precious Blood of Christ Catholic Church 

Prince George Winyah Episcopal 
Church ECW 

Don & Hayden Quattlebaum 

Patrons 

Nancy Bachman 
Linda Beale 
Nancy Bride 

Ron & Susan Church 
Philip & Peggy Dellasega 

Beattie Friday 
Holy Cross Faith Memorial 

Episcopal Church 
Ron & Judy Ingle 

Don & Martha Lord 
Pete & Teresa Peterson 

Ron & Jean Runkle 
Harold & Claudia Stowe 
Dennis & Patti Varhol 
Richard & Amy Webb 

Sustainers 

Bruce & Kathy Allan 
Mike & Helen Andrews 

Mac & Nancy Boyle 
Lee Brockington 

Carolina First Bank 
Ron Christmas 

Clary & Doris Dawson 
Stan & Marla Fabian 

Pat Ferris 
Georgetown Kraft Credit Union 

Nancy Gibson 
Lance & Patty Griffith 

Happy Bookers Book Club 
Charlie James 
Bettie Jones 

Kiwanis Club of Pawleys Island 
Ken & Joan Kreikemeier 

Phillip & Rebecca Lammonds 
Bill & Cindy Lapworth 

Litchfield Books 
Don & Flo Mabe 
Brandy Madden 

Richard & Pam Mahany 
Ed & Linda Meehan 

Palmetto Heritage Bank & Trust 
PI Presbyterian Witness Committee 

Leon & Janice Rice 
James Rider 

Tom & Madeleine Ritchie 
Peter & Gillian Roy 

John & Geales Sands 
Larry & Carol Smith 

St. Peter's Lutheran Church WELCA 
Michael & Celie Travis 
John & Jenkins Trotter 

David & Charlotte Van Hoose 
Bucky & Angie Watkins 

Friends 

Dan & Mary Abel 
Bill & Ann Altman 

Charles & Stephanie Arnold 
George & Betty Asnip 

Emily Bailey 
James & Sybil Bennett 
Dean & Carolyn Berry 

Doug & Annette Billings 
Michael & Sandy Bonner 

Helen Boone 
William & Frankie Boyd 

Edwin & Nancy Boyle 
John & Nancy Bracken 

Simon & Anne Bula 
Joey & Angie Bunn 

Claus & Elizabeth Busch 
Louella Bushnell 

Charles & Valerie Calderbank 
Robin Calderon 

Bob & Jill Callahan 
Art Cates 

Joe & Jessica Cave 
Bill & Beverly Clancy 

Peggy Clary 
Michael & Valerie Cole 

Michael & Karen Collins 
Gerald & Karyn Congdon 

Bill Cooper 
Lester & Kathy Crawford 

Steve & Sara Credito 
Joan Crompton 

Robert & Dorothy D'ambrosio 
Suzanne Dargan 

John & Liz Dawson 
Arnold & Bonnie Decker 

Jack & Sandi Dent 
Hermena Dentley 

Rachel Dillon 
Steve & Rosanne Dixon 

Rich & Caroline Drummond 
Paul & Carol DuBois 

Benton & Lynn DuBose 
Gerry Dukes 

Sharon DuMont 
Charles & Barbara Duncan 

Levon & Pam Dunn 
Wood & Sice Durling 

Amaryllis Duvall 
William & Saundra Dyson 

Gene Eidson 
Robert & Carolyn Ellis 

Betty English 
George & Barbara Ermentrout 

William & Lila Fairey 
Carl & Marcia Falk 

Dick & Carole Faulk 
Dwight & Mary Jo Fee 

Jim & Eulalie Fenhagen 
Charles & Carol Finley 

Thomas & Grace Flanagan 
Lewis & Mary Floyd 

Randy Ford 
Brian Petty & Beverly Freeman 

Harold & Diane Freeman 
Bill Gamble 

Sharon Gascon 
Rosalind Geathers 

Thomas & Cherie Gerstmyer 
Tom & Sarah Gillespie 
John & Anette Goings 

John & Susan Goodman 
Janice Graf 

Frederick & Cam Grizmala 
Helen Haendle 

Robert & Karen Hannan 
Ed & June Hard 

Douglas & Christine Harden 
Rickie & Ann Harris 
Dehler & Alice Hart 

Clarke & Ginny Hayes 
Rip & Maggie Head 

Scott & Ella Henderson 
Louise & Laurent Heroux 
Robert & Leora Hileman 

Jane Hinton-Smith 
Doug & Mary Holman 
Frank & Gail Holsclaw 

Stuart Hope 
Nancy Hopkinson 

Hugh & Harriet Hostetler 
Chuck & Wallis Houseman 
Bryan & Carol Humphreys 

Thomas Humphries 
Jim & Molly Huntoon 
Paul & Susan Huray 

Sandra Irwin 
Robert & Margaret Jones 

Katherine Kelly 
Linda Ketron-Moveable Feast 

Robert & Anne Kirby 
Ann Knight 

John & Gertrude Kramer 
A.H. & Martha Lachicotte 

Ed & Iris Langhorne 
Paul & Barbara Logan 

Judy Long 
George & Nancy Long 

Robert & Catherine Lumpkin 
Parker Lumpkin 
Helen Madden 

James & Suzy Madden 

Donors – July 2007 to June 2008 

Leadership $1,000+, Patron $999-$500, Sustainer $499-$250, Friend $249-$50, Member $25 
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Robert & Linda Manuel 
John & Carolyn McBride 

Salters & Elizabeth McClary 
John & Dorothea Mentzell 

John & Barbara Miller 
Steve & Gretchen Milligan 

Thomas & Mary Sue Molner 
Jim & Becky Moody 

Jo Ann Morgan 
Roger & Kay Mower 

Melvin Nauss 
Lorry Neher 

Fred & Cheryl Newby 
Jerome & D'Ann O'Donovan 
Robert & Barbara Ottinger 
Michael & Lee Piepenbring 

Joe & Joy Pinson 
Bill & Eleanor Pitts 

Edward & Annie Pott 
Gene Pruet 

Alberta Quattlebaum 
R & R Real Estate 
Charles Ragsdale 

Bryant & Debi Raper 
Phillip & Donna Ratliff 

Vervatine Reid 
Jim & Nancy Reitano 

Corinne Rice 
John & Wanda Rogers 
Lawton & Mary Rogers 
Steve & Jean Rothrock 

Thomas & Isabelle Rowland 
St. Paul’s Waccamaw United 

Methodist Women 
St. Paul’s Waccamaw United 

Methodist Church 
Dennis & Catherine Slattery 

Gregory & Marsha Smith 
South Strand Business 

Professionals 
Robert & Peggy Stahlberger 

Howard & Peggy Stokes 
Marla Stroupe 

William & Shelia Sullivan 
Andrea Suydam 
Judy Sweitzer 

Chester & Margaret Taylor 
Bill & Chris Thompson 

Hank & Susan Tiller 
Fritz & Luan Vinson 

Ellen Watt 
Patricia Wilson 

Bill & Peggy Wilson 
Marvin & Kate Wilson 

Philip & Hazel Winstead 
William & Sarah Zeigler 

Members 

Ruthenia Alston 
Don & Carole Anderson 

Amy Armstrong 
Paul & Alicia Barnes 

Pat Bates 
John & Kathie Bestic 

Charles & Patty Bingemer 
Dorthula Bonds 

Bobby & Beth Boyd 
Roddy & Fanny Brown 

Johanna Brown 
Alan & Katherine Burrell 

Zelma Carr 
Henry & Rhea Carter 

Bert & Georgene Cassels 
Tom & Mary Anne Charlson 

Al & Mary Clark 
Frances Cone 
Cecelia Cook 

Bob & Peggy Doolittle 
Marion Dozzi 

Lowell & Barbara Epstein 
Ronald & Betty Farley 

Susan Geiger 
James & Barbara Gibson 

Phyllis Goldnetz 
Gil & Nancy Goldsmith 

Virginia Hampton 
Gerald & Linda Harmon 

Tommy & Martha Huguenin 
Robert & Suzanne Jayroe 

Judith Keller 
Maurice & Barbara Kelliher 
Jerry & Charlotte Kennerly 
Daniel & Patricia Kowaleski 

James & Linda Lane 
Mitchell Laurance 

Katrinia Lawrimore 
William & Ricky Leffingwell 

Ross & Kathy Lenhart 
Vaughan Madden 

Jason & Ann Mayhew 
Richard & Carol McCann 

Ken & Pauline McCormack 
James & Gail Millett 
Kent & Carol Mina 

Charles & Pat Munson 
Gary Nelson 

Gene & Betsy Nemeth 
Kenneth & Cinder Parsons 

Paul & Carolyn Romyn 
E'Lane Rutherford 

Tinker Rybolt 
Tony Salerno 

John & Philis Sarto 
Paul & Susan Scheno 

Pat Schooler 
Lois Scott 

Lee Simmons 
John & Pat Slack 

Ann Smith 
Wilson & Mildred Smith 
William & Beverly Smith 

John & Eileen Snell 
Leon & Annette Spangler 

Becky Sparrow 
James & Margaret Stallings 
Robert & Betty Lou Taynton 

Ella Thomas 

Triangle United Way 
Susan Tyler 

Edwin & Bunny Vaden 
Jackie Vaughn 
Mabel Vervaat 

Wachesaw Book Club #1 
Rosemary Wainscott 

Don & Sue Weigel 
W.E. & M.C. Wesel 

Marietta Wilson 
Sue Zeddun 

In-Kind Donations 

Gail Anastasio 
Mimi Beaver 

Belle W. Baruch Foundation 
Elaine Bigelow 

Kathi Bixler 
Nancy Bracken 

Jessica Cave 
Bruce Chandler 

Pat Chipps 
Susan and Ron Church 
Clary & Doris Dawson 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
Millie Dowd 

Friends of the Waccamaw Library 
Tracy Hanna Foy 

William C. Gamble 
Susan McIntyre Goodman 

Susan Davis Grant 
Jean Hanna 

Lu Hook 
Bob Jones 
Judy Keller 

Linda Ketron-Moveable Feast 
Tom & Pixie Kubeck 

Kendra Lee 
Bill & Cindy Lapworth 

Susan Lumpkin 
Gail McLaughlin 
Myra McMahan 

Ed & Linda Meehan 
Susan Mole 

Joyce Nimocks 
Colean Parr 

Pete & Teresa Peterson 
Sarah Posey 

The Rice Museum 
Sue Schirtzinger 
Mary Schneider 

Barnie Slice 
Larry & Carol Smith 

Mark Thomas 
Tidelands Community Hospice 

Susan Tiller 
Nancy Van Buren 

Jill Waring 
Susan Alexis Washington 

Richard Webb 
Hazel W. Winstead 

Wally & Sue Zeddun 

Foundations 

Frances P. Bunnelle Foundation 
Sisters of Charity Foundation 

Waccamaw Community Foundation

Donors – July 2007 to June 2008 

Leadership $1,000+, Patron $999-$500, Sustainer $499-$250, Friend $249-$50, Member $25 
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Why pay Home Visitors? 

 You would think that preparing a child to read well would be 
easy.  Families with a literacy tradition do it all the time.  The truth is 
that it takes years and some families simply lack the skills.  Transmit-
ting those literacy skills to a family is not simple.  First, you must re-
tain the family for the two years required to ready an at-risk child for 
preschool - not an easy thing to do just from a scheduling standpoint.  
The loss of a family after a few months or a year represents a loss of 
the investment in the books and toys they have been given, of the sala-
ry paid to the Home Visitor, and a child who is inadequately prepared. 

 Though the program is free to participating families it requires a 
significant investment of time and effort on their part.  Parents sign 
agreements that they and their child will be available for two weekly 
half-hour sessions at set times during 23 weeks of the school year.  
The curriculum is delivered to the parent and child together, in their 
home, by Home Visitors who must gain their trust.   

 With families scattered throughout the county, one family can 
represent an investment of 5 hours per week for a Home Visitor in-
cluding travel time and the mandatory weekly staff meetings, not to 
mention the cost of fuel.  Before they may make visits, these parapro-
fessionals pass background checks and complete 16 hours of Parent-
Child Home Program (PCHP) training and 2.5 hours of sex abuse 
prevention training.  Home Visitors must also be available to assist 
with workshops and events during the program year. 

 Because the PCHP is research-based, it is highly structured with 
many assessments that require experience and continuity in the rela-
tionship between the Home Visitor and the family.  Home Visitors 
and the children in their care are regularly evaluated and monitored 
to insure the quality of program delivery.  They are entrusted with 
delivery of $250 in curriculum materials to each family as well.   

 In summary, of the hundreds of Home Visitors in South Caroli-
na, we know of only one who was willing to work without pay.  Too 
much depends upon these key people to leave their work to chance.  
For all these reasons, we pay Home Visitors.  We want to insure that 
the children who complete the Miss Ruby’s Kids program have the 
same chance for success in school as do their middle class peers.   

2008 Fiscal Year Finances 
July 2007 – June 2008 

Income 
 Grant income $ 118,255 
 Individual & other income 89,100 
 Contract income         8,100 
  $215,455 
Expenses 
 Program $82,553 
 Operating     66,351 
 Restricted to future expenses 36,419 
 Reserve fund     30,132 
  $215,455 

In light of the current economic turmoil, it is reason-
able to ask what will happen to the reserve fund shown 
above.  It is our intention to keep it safe and readily 
accessible should it be needed to supplement income 
(heaven forbid).  Questions are welcome! 
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2008 by the numbers 

 34  Program children and their parents 
served 

 170 Assessments made of children’s 
progress/status 

 1,564 Total visits to program families 

 16 Graduates of the two-year program 

 6 Parent/family 
orientation/enrichment workshops 

 11 Group program children served 

 48 Total visits to group provider 

 95  % children of color served, all 
services 

 22 Total Storyteller workshops provided 
to 6 First Steps child development 
centers 

 90 Parents attending Storyteller 
workshops  

 11 Board members 

 9 Staff members 

 31 Volunteers 

 1,350+ Board and volunteer hours 

Board 

Jo Fortuna, Chair 

Teresa Peterson, Vice Chair 

Nancy Bride, Secretary-Treasurer 

Lee Brockington, Director 

Marla Fabian, Director 

Molly Huntoon, Director 

Pixie Kubeck, Director 

Pat Lowery, Director 

Vervatine Reid, Director 

Madeleine Ritchie, Director 

Shelia Sullivan, Director 

Staff 

Betsy Marlow, Executive Director 

Jamie Bromell, Administrative Assistant 

Claudia Blanchette, Home Visitor 

Ive Carr, Home Visitor 

Zelma Carr, Home Visitor 

Barbara Logan, Home Visitor 

Carolyn McBride, Home Visitor 

Marva Riley, Home Visitor 

Alice Young, Home Visitor 

Advisory Council 

Linwood Altman 

George Asnip 

Billie Houghton 

Judy Ingle 

Jan Jones 

Amy Webb 

 

 


